Old Knight's Cemetery




Property Ownership History

Antachment A: Property Ownership History Form 202401

The parcel in guestion is in Sec 19, Township 35 South, Range 22 East and extends into
Sec 25 and 36 of Township 35 South Range 21 East and into Sections 19, 20, 29, 30, 31,
& 32 in Township 35 South, Range 22 East based on the legal

description: https./fweww. manateepac gov/parcel/7parid=62 700109

The 01/01,/1931 date is a place halder date by the Manatee County Property Appraiser’s
office and unfortunately, they confuse people to how old their property goes back._... all
property in Manatee County will either go back to a Federal Land Grant or Internal
Impravement Fund in the State of Florida. There were Spanish Land Granes, prior to Florida
being sold to the United States in 1821.

Below iz a brief overview of the properties until the depression. The land started with the
Florida Southern Railroad Company and then goes into the Florida Commercial Co. and
then the Miakka Company before someone loses it in the depression. There are many
owners in between. Lacals speak of the knights family running cartle in this area in
Myakka, pre- civil war time_. The knights family, prominent in their own righe within the
lecal history down here in Southwest FL, both the son Jesse knight and Joel Knight created
the earliest known cemeteries in Mokomis and Port Charlotte, both of which have been
plated and no evidence to suggest thar Rev. Samuel knight or his wife Mary were buried ar
either of these locations. Please see local interview's documented in the 1970% of early
settlers in the Myakka Region that discuss both Samuel knight and panther key john
Gomez also buried in this cemetery. There is also reason to believe Mary Roberts Knight
was burried here first, which would give reazon as to why it may have ariginally been
called “Robert's Chapel” and eventually was called Old Knights Cemetery after Samuel
KEnight was buried. There is local first hand accounts to also suggest Juan Gomez, the
notorious “Gasparilla” was also buried here. The Gomez family along with first hand
accounts suggest Juan was burred here and not Panther Key in an unmarked grawve to
awvoid being disturbed by Grave rabbers at the time of his death. The Gomez family has to
remowe the grand son John CGomez's tomb marker in Old Miakka due to people thing he
was Panther Key John and digging up the grand sen's grave. There is also evidence to
suggest Juan Gomez"s wife Sarah Gomez who was creek/Miccosukee. The grave that she
has is mot her death dates and her body iz also unaccounted for. Local historian in 1970
seems to agree with the fact that Sarah Gomez was buried with Juan in Old Knight's
Cemetery.

O.R. Book 502 page 739 beginning on page 733. D.B. Kibler, Inc. to W.R. Grace & Co.
(1971

D.B. 180 page 231. J.R. McLeod and Emily McLead to A B. & D.E. Kibler, Inc. {(1942).

D.B. 160 page 179. Tax Securities Carporation to J.R. McdLeod & Emily McLeod_ {1939).
D.B. 150 page 444 John A. Thompson & Margaret K. Thompson and Tax Securities
Corporation. (1936).

D.E. 148 page 363. Gearge L. King (Special Mastery in Chancery) and John A. Thampsan.
{1935). Corrective Deeds on Deed Book 166 page 489 and D.B. 346 page 397

(1991} Southwest Florida Warter Management Purchase

Then the land goes into these two and its getting more and more tedious to track:
The Miakka Co.
FLA Caommercial Co.

The Internal Improvement Fund for the State of Florida. Deed No. 12063 far 271,796
30/100 acres to Gainesville Ocala and Charlotte Harbar Rail Road Company, which became
the Florida Southern Railroad Company. Starting on page 13 of the instrument 157408 will



USGS Myakka Survey



Entrance to Cemetery
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Robert's Chapel Florida Historical
Records



Manatee County Historical Society
Interview

MANATEE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY INTERVIEW WITH VINCENT (VINNY)
BALLARD “CRACKER DAYS IN MANATEE COUNTY”

Please reference page 6 and 7 of this historical first hand account as evidence supported by the
following statements. Also included are the full PDF transcribed Interview from Manatee County
Historical Documents.

“ BALLARD - The old man Gomez was one of them. But you see, he come in here and married a
Mercer. You see, there was old man Peter Mercer, and Joe Mercer, and Henry Mercer. Henry was old
Uncle Bill’s daddy. you see. This Gomez's wife was the sister to them. They were Greeks really, the
Mercers was. So he married her and he raised these two boys. Charles and John. John 1s the oldest. And
as far as | know, Charles 1s still living. John 1s dead.

WARNER - I didn’t know them at all.
BALLARD - No, they was gone from here.
WARNER - Was Gomez then, was he an old Spaniard? Could he speak English and all that?

BALLARD - I never did see him. My Dad said that he couldn’t talk plain. He was a Spaniard and
come over here with one of that bunch and got away from them and got into the Indian War, finally
married this woman here. And raised this family. My Dad said he was living on the - you know where
Johnson Altman’s old place down there at Sandy - well, that is where he died. Was on that old place.
And they left there and came back to the old place after he died, the rest of them. They had moved up
there beside the River down there, and brought him back up there and buried him WARNER - Is there
any kind of tombstone or marker?

BALLARD - No. Not a marker there.

WARNER - Otherwise if they go to digging phosphate or clearing land, there won’t be a record of him.
BALLARD - No.

WARNER - Now, that is just north of Flat Ford on the Myakka River

BALLARD - You know where the old Richard Douglas place is, he owned that awhile, well, between
there and Maple Drain. Going north, there is a bunch of oaks out there on the lefi side. I can remember
when you could see a few sticks stuck up around there as grave markers. But that is all been gone. One
of the Knights was buried there too, the granddaddy of all these Knights that loaded down here, that is
where he is buried at. Peter O'Knight in Tampa and the Osprey bunch, they are all kin, and the
Charlotte Harbor bunch. All these Knights.



Manatee County Historical Socie
Legend of Juan Gomez

“THE LEGEND OF JOHN GOMEZ PUBLIC THE LAST PIRATE FACT OR FICTION BY PAM
GIBSON JOE WARNER LIBBY WARNER”

Please reference page 2,10 and 11 of this historical first hand account as evidence supported by the
following statements- which also include Sarah Shavers Green Gomez, who was also notes to be part
Creek and Miccosukee.

* Juan Gomez died in 1910, and was buried in the Knight Cemetery, three miles north of Myakka City.
He was reputed to have been a pirate with Jose Gaspar.”

“Diave was told by his grandparents stories about their neighbor, John Gomez, the ex-pirate, who once
had lived in the adjoining homestead. Everyone in the vicinity of Myakka City referred to the man as
Gomez, the pirate. The story that was circulated was that Gomez had been a pirate with Jose Gaspar. In
a fight over Gaspar’s buried treasure near Charlotte Harbor, a man was killed, and Gomez fled for his
life as he knew he was going to be the next victim. He made his way up Myakka River and settled
north of today’s Myakka City. At that time, the area was a wilderness, and a person could remain
hidden. When asked why he didn’t get the treasure, Gomez replied that too many men had been killed
over its possession and he was going to let it stay where it was buried.”

“Mrs. Martha Ballard helped prepare the body of John Gomez for burial. Many in the vicinity went to
the funeral at Knight's Cemetery, approximately three miles north of Myakka City. At the time of his
death, he was reputed to have been 112 years old. It is not known as to the exact date of his death, but it
was thought to have been around 1910. Mrs. Gomez died within several years and was buried next to
her husband in the Knight’s Cemetery.”

“After the Gomez family was gone, their homestead was dug up by treasure seekers, but none was ever
reported found. Today, the only vestige of the family having lived there is the remains of an open dug
well that supplied their drinking water. The Knight Cemetery, located in a cow pasture, was destroyed
many years ago by a company digging out the stumps for Hercules Powder Company. The cemetery
can today be identified by a clearing approximately one acre square, surrounded by high palmettos and
oak trees. There are no remaining headstones left to identify those that were buried there.”



Manatee County Property Appraiser

ANATEE COUNTY

ROPERTY APPRAISER
HARLES E. HACKNEY

bt Charlie  Q Property Search GJ E-File » B Exemptions/Classifications v+ K Forms/Requests + [0m Reports/Data + B8 Gene

ontactUs Q

62700109 (1
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
GOVERNMENT
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATER, MANAGEMENT DISTRICT, PO BOX 15436,
BROOKSVILLE FL 34604-5436

39450 TAYLOR RD, MYAKKA CITY, FL 342514
UNINCORPORATED MANATEE COUNTY [
0310; EAST MANATEE FIRE RESCUE DISTRICT
19; RURAL AREA-SOUTH OF SR 64

19-355-22E

4775; MAPS 5F AND 5G

BEG AT THE SW COR OF SEC 31; TH RUN N 51 DEG 39 MIN 51 SEC W, A DIST OF
6683.16 FT; TH N 00 DEG 18 MIN 34 SECE, A DIST OF 5400 FT; TH S 45 DEG 39 MIN
33 SEC E A DIST OF 1306.25 [Full Description] &

View this parcel on Manatee County's website [

8087; GOVT OWNED VACANT STATE
2,357.2100 Acres or 102,680,068 Square Feet

Exemptions | |  Businesses | [  Addresses | [  Inspections |
i
2
went Instrument Vacant | Qualification Sale
Type Improved Code Price Grantee
/735 DE @V 7. 2,099,900 SOUTHWEST FLORIDA WATE
ORDED UK SV 37 BB/MANATEE ASSOCIATES Esri Community Maps Contributers, University of South Flori

[ Photos ][ sketches | [ Bird's Eye Video |




Manatee County Current Ownership

Parcel IDx 000 NG
SOUTHWIST FLORDA WATER WAMAGIMINT
DESTRALT
Crwrar Type: GONMERRMINT
Wailing Addrear  SOUTHWIST FLORDA WATIE, MANAGIMINT
DHSTRICT, PO DO 15408, BRO0ESVILLE FL
TR0

Snn Addresr S0 TATLORAD, WYAKKA OTY, FL 331
Jurisdiction: URIKRCOEPOEATID MANATIE COUNTY
Tax Diwtrict: QNI EAST MANATIE AR BISOUN DETRICT

Market Arsac 15 AUBAL ARLA-SOUTH OF SR &4

SwciTapiige: 19-155- 130
Neghborhoos: 4775 MAFS 5 AND 56

Farcel Typs: RLAL PECPLETY
Farcel Crastes: 1/15/YH2
MapNuTher: 519
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Property Record Card for Manatee
County

Property Record Card
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USGS Aerial of Cemetery

7:09PM Tue Jan 16 ese
& store.usgs.gov

Map Locator

Myakka City, Florida

Clear

To use the map locator to find map products use the search bar or drop a pin by do




Tampa Bay Times Article

A TampaBay Times u

THAE TUNT AVWAHRL “WiNNING

GIRL* NORTH COUNTRY

STRAZ CENTER * MAR 27-31

ARCHIVE

The case of the missing cemetery
0 ® <

By LINDA D. COLE; INGRID L. KOHLER

Published May 2, 1998 | Updated Se

Let's get going today with one of our more unusual requests. It's a genealogical
query from Mary Ann Tornwall of Tampa, who wonders if anyone has information

about a small cemetery she has not been able to locate.

Called the Roberts Chapel cemetery, it existed in 1875 supposedly in Myakka City.
Unfortunately, even the people she speaks to who have heard about the cemetery

don't know its location.

Mary Ann believes her grandmother's grandfather, Samuel Knight, and his wife,
Mary Roberts, are buried there. Okay, vou genealogists; if you can shed light on

024,




Last known photo of Old Knight's
Cemetery in Manatee County
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Travis Gaines, Dave Ballard,Joe
Warner at Knights Cemetery




Application Page 1

Page 2 HISTORICAL CEMETERY FORM Site #8

TARKER DESCRIPTIONS

Grave Groupings (select all that zopy) B fami Dﬁamalurda Omitary T 5 Uethnic heritage  Elother (descrive beiow):

Unkneown Groupings. possibly family and other non-relat
Groupings Indicated By (select sl thatsppty) Clcurbing  Clfence I:Ihedge I:Iwzil [other (descibe below):
16+ cavities determited 5-6 ft below s ased off readings

Describe Orientation of Graves (EastWest. NotSouth, sic))

15 visable

Marker Materials (sslact all thatappty) Clmarble Olconcrete/cement Cfieldstone DOlgranita Olwrought iron
Olcastion  Clwhite bronzelzing Clsandstone  Clslate Ewood
Clother (desoribe)

Desmbe Gra\re Articles Found in Cemetery (objacts or dacomtive fems placed on graves by well-wishars)

r objects found

chioped, weathered bt standing broken &
d. Out 8 are BC

Characterize Condition of Inscriptions (legible, flegitis, nen, eic) e
D|sl|m:||ve Grave Markers andior Features

Signatures of Stone Carvers (specfy name. town f availatie)
None

ARCH METHOD:

CIFMSF record search (sites/surveys) Elibrary research Ohuilding permits [JSanborn maps

[EFL State Archives/photo collection Dleity directory Cloccupantiowner interview [Clplat maps

[BIproperty appraiser / tax records Enewspaper files [Eneighbor interview [CJPublic Lands Survey (DEP)
Oleultural resource survey Ehistoric photos Ointerior inspection [CIHABS/HAER record search
Dﬂlhar methods (describe)

References (i unpubliched give FMSF manuscript # or location whers document avaibbiz)

OFPINION OF RESOUR A
Appesrs to meet the criteria for National Register listing individually? Clves [no  [Jinsufficient information
Appears fo meet the criteria for National Register listing as part of a district? Clyes [no  [Dnsufficient information
of Evaluation (reguired. whemersngmimtmnml
T blank intentionally

Areas of Historical S»gmhnan:e [mh‘a&mﬂ)?sglsnrﬂ.wem J&p 8 for categories: &.g. “anchilacture’”, “sthric heritags”, stc )
E 5

DOCUMENTATION
Accessible Documenmmn Mot Filed with the Site File - induding fieid notes, analysis notas, photas, plans and ather important documents

1) Doomerttpe oz kmown Mairtsiring organizaon il
Document description Fie or aooesson 45

3) Dosument e Maintzining organizason
Document description Fie or aocession #'s

Local Informant (name and
Recorder Name L=
Asress | Phane | E-mail L

R ired © PHOTOCOPY OF USGS 7.5 MAP WITH BOUNDARIES CLEARLY MARKED

equire © PHOTOS - DIGITAL (jpeg or tiff) A0 HARD COPY FORMAT (plain paper acceptable)

Attachments Helpful photos include the main gate or entrance, representative general views, unusual monuments or
markers, and damage or neglect.




Application Page 2

Page 2 HISTORICAL CEMETERY FORM Site #8

ermgsindmateday:samémaxappm D:ummg Dfenne Dhedqa Elwasl [EHother (escibe beiow):
v off )

ieg determited 5-6 £

Marker Materials (selact i thatapply) Clmarble [Cleoncretelcement [heldstone Dlgranite: Dlwrought iron
Clcastiron ~ Clwhite bronzefzine ~ Clsandstone  Dlslate wood
[Clother (deswibe):

Describe Grave Asticles Found in Cemetery (objects or dacoratve fiems placed on praves by wel-wishers)

Ko other objects found

Describe M rker Damage nd Conditions (ie., sunken, ited, chipped, weathered but standing, bioken i
5 cIeared

Characterize Condition of Inscriptions (legible, legiile, nons, eic.)
Distinctive Grave Markers and/or Archi Features
[flone ‘

Signatures of Stone Carvers (specy name. town i availatie)
None

LIFMSF record search |sites/surveys) Eiibrary research DObuilding pemits [JSanborn maps

[EIFL State Archives/phato collection Dlcity directory Coccupantiowner interview Cplat maps

[Elproperty appraiser | tax records Enewspaper files [EIneighbor interview [CIPublic Lands Survey (DEP)
Olcultural resource survey [Ehistoric photos Clinterior inspection [CIHABS/HAER record search
[other methods (descrive)

References (if unpublished pive FMSF manuscipt £ or lncafion where document availsble)

Appears to mest the criteria for National Register IIsung individually? Oyes [Ono  [Tnsufficient information
Appears to meet the criteria for National Register listing as part of a district? Oyes [Ono  [Dnsufficient information
E fion of Evaluation {required, whether signiicant or not)

[eft blank intentio:

- TED ‘

(see Mational Regisisr Bullein 15 p. B for caegories: @.g. “architacuee”, “ethnic heriage”, etz |
c 3 1 5

| emant 4. 6.
Gt Docamareaon Vaves
Accessible Documentation Not Filed with the Site File - indluding fislt nates, analysis notas, paotos, plans and ather important documents.
1) Document type. .n:u:; known Maintairing nrg.aninim L A S R,
Document description Fie or ecosssion #s
7) Domenttpe Mainisiring organizasion
Document descriglion File or sooession #'s

INFORMANT & RECORDER INFORMATION

Local Informant {name and manmhmuahun} Laur,
Recorder Neme r
Address | Phane / E-mail 15

Rooxired © PHOTOCOPY OF USGS 7.5 MAP WITH BOUNDARIES CLEARLY MARKED

equire © PHOTOS - DIGITAL (.jpeg or 1iff) aup HARD COPY FORMAT (plain paper acceptable)

Attachments Helpful photos include the main gate or entrance, representative general views, unusual monuments or
markers, and damage or neglect.
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